This article is excerpted from Zichron Note, the newsletter of the San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society, November 1998

THE DUTCH CONNECTION

by Sita Likuski

It was a subject line on a JewishGen posting that probably wouldn’t attract many people: Salom del Valle. 

“I wonder if anybody has ever heard of the name Salom del Valle,” wrote Rene van Wijngaarden of the Netherlands. 

I  certainly had heard of the name. My grandfather’s grandmother Rachel was a Shalom Delvalle. I kept reading:

"Ribca Salom del Valle arrived in Amsterdam by the end of the 17th century with her two sons named Jacob and Mordohay. She was married to Yshac Salom del Valle. [They] came from Peyrehorade (southern part of France near Bayonne), a typical stopover place for Jews who came from Spain and Portugal...Jacob went to Rotterdam;  [Mordohay’s grandson Abraham] emigrated to Curacao in the Carribean."

There was no question that this was my family. I knew that  Rachel was descended from Yshac Salom del Valle (my 7th great-grandfather) and that her great-uncle Abraham had emigrated from Amsterdam to Curacao in 1788.

I emailed Rene my information, and he excitedly emailed back,  “I am addicted to ‘Salom del Valle’ and all that goes with it for the last 25 years. You are the first of what I call the ‘Curacao branch’ I ever met.”  For my part, I hadn't  known there still was a Dutch branch!

Thus began a steady correspondence and exchange of information. Ribca and Salom del Valle were Rene’s 7th great-grandparents also, so he and I are 8th cousins. In the Netherlands the family name became Van Daelen, the Dutch version of the Spanish del Valle (both “of the valley”). The surname of the Curacao descendants, who also live in Panama and throughout the U.S., is now Delvalle.

Rene periodically posts his Salom del Valle message on JewishGen, bringing new relatives onto “The Delvalle Net” – our online group.  [In Febrary 1999] many of the Van Daelen and Delvalle descendants will meet at [the Maduro]  family reunion in Curacao. For some of us, it will be the first reunion in two hundred years!
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