THE PANAMA CANAL

The World´s Eighth Marvel
The construction of the Panama Canal is the saga of human ingenuity and courage, the culmination of a dream dating back to 1513 when Vasco Nuñez de Balboa discovered that only a narrow strip of land separated the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. In 1534 King Charles of Spain ordered Panama´s governor to survey a route to the Pacific, following the Chagres River – at that time, the opinion was that it was impossible for anyone to accomplish such a feat.

The discovery of gold in California in 1848 heightened again the interest of building a canal, this time by the United States.  The horrors of the roads, the yellow fever and other epidemics to endure in crossing from one point to the other were beyond description.  Nicaragua and Panama were the best candidates for this difficult enterprise.  At last Panama won the privilege by a U.S. Senatorial vote on January 19, 1902 due to the unstable geological conditions Nicaragua possessed and still does (volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, etc.).  Panama, although free of these conditions, possessed  one of the most complex land formations in the world: mountains formed by the upward thrust of volcanic action, impenetrable jungles, deep swamps. 

Before the U.S., the French tried and failed in building a sea level canal - as they had successfully accomplished with the Suez Canal in Egypt - and lost 22,000 lives in this ordeal.

The U.S. Canal construction effort dates from May 4, 1904 and was officially opened on August 15, 1914.  The Panama Canal cost Americans $375,000,000 and fortifications about $12,000,000 more.  It was the single most expensive construction project in U.S. history to that time.

The Panama Canal locks have been called a structural triumph and are a unique aspect of the waterway.  At the time of their construction, their overall mass dimensions and innovative design surpassed any similar existing structures, and they are still considered to be an engineering wonder of the world.

LOCKS:  The locks on both sides of the Isthmus raise and lower ships between sea level and lake level;  some of the locks enormous doors weigh upwards of 800 tons  apiece, yet so precise was their design that only a 40-horsepower motor is needed to move them.

Isn´t this marvel worth seeing?  

